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To Whom It May Concern:

My name is William Boyles and | was a board member of Breaking Code Silence, a California
public benefit corporation. This term lasted approximately six months, during the period from
May 2021 to December 2021. During this time, | withessed fellow board member and “CEO”
Vanessa Hughes make comments of a sexual nature about another board member, Jeremy
Whiteley, who ultimately resigned from the Board and left the organization.

To the best of my recollection, these comments included statements that Mr. Whiteley has
“female energy”, made in several contexts both during his tenure and after he resigned.
Following my appointment to the Board, Ms. Hughes expressed her belief that the Board
needed “more men” to combat the “female energy”, including specifically that of Mr. Whiteley.
After Mr. Whiteley resigned, Ms. Hughes also expressed her belief that his resignation was a
positive development, again referencing Mr. Whiteley’s “female energy” and her belief that the
Board would be better without such energy. There were also comments referring to Mr. Whiteley
as a “man-gina” (which | took to be a portmanteau of “man” and “vagina” and, in the context, to
mean “man who acts like a woman”).

Mr. Whiteley is gay, and given this | perceived these comments to be about his sexuality. Some
of the comments were made following heated disagreements between Mr. Whiteley and Ms.
Hughes. My understanding is that Mr. Whiteley resigned from the Board due to his conflicts and
disagreements with Vanessa Hughes.

These comments were made in several media, including Zoom video meetings and on the
Board'’s private Slack channel in the Breaking Code Silence workspace. Unfortunately, | no
longer have access to this Slack channel or my corporate email to check my records for the
exact phrasing.

Sincerely,
William A. Boyles, Jr.
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